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     Summer is about gone, children 
are back in school and fall is just 
around the corner. Vacations are in 
order if you haven’t already taken 
one and the prices are lower so it is 
my hope that you enjoy the season 
and the opportunity to vacation with 
family members.  
     The NC General Assembly ended 
its session without passing the Bai-
ley/Patton Settlement extension but 
the bills to extend Bailey/Patton in 
both houses are still in committees 
and will be alive for the next ses-
sion. Several bills that were passed 
which may impact MOAA members 
include: 

SB 50   Restricts access to 
military discharge docu-
ments recorded with the 
courts for 80 years from the 
previous 50 years. 
HB 322  Allows DMV to 
waive the commercial skills 
test recent discharged or re-
tired members of the armed 
services who meet the other 

requirements. 
SB 613 Abolishes and recre-
ates the NC Advisory Com-
mission for Military Affairs. 
(The NC Council of Chap-
ters, MOAA, previously had 
a non-voting seat on this 
Commission but the new leg-
islation does not provide for 
same.) 
There is ongoing action to 
provide veterans with a 
driver’s license that indicates 
that they are veterans. The 
bill was passed two years 
ago but the mechanics are 
still being worked. Senator 
Burger, Senate President 
Pro Tem, directed that final 
actions be taken to complete 
the process. 

  On the national scene, Congress is 
working on many bills that affect of 
us including: 

Continued on Page 2 



     The Levels of Excel-
lence Awards were an-
nounced by MOAA in 
late July.  The North 
Carolina State Council 
was one of 12 State 
Councils winning a 5-

Star Level of Excellence Award, our second 
consecutive award since State Councils were 
allowed to compete for the award only last 
year. 
    The New River Chapter was awarded a 
3d consecutive 5-Star streamer and High 
Country a 5-Star award as well.  Both New 
River and High Country are Category V 
Chapters (less than 120 members).  Category 

II (300-399 members) Sandhills was named  
a 4-Star Chapter for the second consecutive 
year.  Category IV Chapters (120-199 mem-
bers) Cape Fear and Coastal Carolina were 
also selected for 4-Star streamers each for the 
second consecutive year.   
     The streamers will be presented to Coun-
cil and Chapter Presidents at MOAA’s An-
nual Meeting, 14-16 November in Colorado 
Springs. 
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State Council, 5 NC Chapters Win Levels of Excellence Awards 

The President’s Message 
(Continued from page 1) 

HR 574 Medical physicians payment that 
stops the 27% cut in Medicare and TRICARE 
payments to doctors and revises the current 
law mandating these cuts. This bill is not yet 
law because of the cost involved.  
     MOAA provides a means to contact your 
legislator to advance this bill on the National 
MOAA web site. The MOAA Legislative 
Weekly Update provides the opportunity to 
react to congressional actions that affect us. 
Please take the time to contact your legisla-
tors both in state and nationally to let them 
know your opinions and what bills you want 
passed. MOAA is still prodding Congress to 
keep the 1.8% military pay raise in the 2014 
budget rather than the 1.0% raise contained in 
the Senates’ version.  

     The DIC/SBP offset is still a priority for 
MOAA’s legislative action that needs Con-
gress to fix. The same is true of the “Doctor 
Fix” to stop the 27% cut to Medicare and 
TRICARE payments.  
      Our Third Quarterly Council Meeting at 
Jefferson Landing was outstanding and I 
thank both LTC George Brudzinski, Presi-
dent of High Country Chapter, and CAPT 
Doug Ehrhardt, President of the New River 
Chapter for their Chapters’ hard work in 
planning and coordinating the event.  
     The information shared by the Chapter 
Presidents concerning successes and prob-
lems was informative and useful to others.  
     I thank each of you for what you do for 
MOAA. 



Legislative News 
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    Keeping the Lights On 
(From MOAA’s Legislative Update - 13 Sep13) 
      On September 10 the House Appropria-
tions Committee introduced a FY 2014 stop-
gap funding bill (H.J. Resolution 59) – a con-
tinuing resolution (CR) – that would extend 
this year’s spending levels for federal pro-
grams through December 15th and avoid a 
government shutdown.   
     The CR will provide lawmakers more 
time to work out a larger fiscal package be-
fore the end of the calendar year. 
     If passed, the CR will provide an annual 
spending level of $986.3 billion, slightly be-
low the $988 billion provided in FY 2013. 
FY 2014 discretionary spending was targeted 
at about $967 billion, down from the origi-
nally proposed $1.058 trillion.  
     House Appropriations Chairman Harold 
Rogers (R-Ky.) stated “The CR is simply a 
temporary measure to keep the lights on in 
government” and “is free of controversial rid-
ers, maintains current funding levels, and 
does not seek to change existing federal poli-
cies.” 
     Chairman Rogers further stated “Our 
country desperately needs a long-term budget 
solution that ends the draconian cuts put into 
place by sequestration, and that provides for a 
responsible, sustainable, and attainable fed-
eral budget.”  MOAA agrees.   
     Meanwhile, Senate consideration of the 
FY 2014 defense authorization bill was post-
poned until late October, according to con-
gressional staffers.  
     Syria, concerns about passing a short-term 
CR, and the coming debate over raising the 
debt ceiling have pushed consideration of the 
defense policy bill into mid-October or later.   
SASC Chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich) re-
cently acknowledged that consideration of 
the defense bill will slip late into the year, “It 
will probably end up being a lot closer to the 

end of the session than I like.” 
     In recent years, partisan fighting has 
pushed completion of the defense policy bill 
into December. This year is shaping up to be 
the same. 

DFAS Password Policy Challenged 
(From MOAA’s Legislative Update - 6Sep13) 
     The Senate Armed Services Committee 
approved its draft of the defense bill (S.1197) 
in June and the full House passed its version
(H.R. 1960) in May.  
     The Defense Finance and Accounting Ser-
vices (DFAS) announced earlier this summer 
that it would implement a new password se-
curity system for its myPay online pay pro-
gram.  The new password must: 
 be 15 to 30 characters in length
 contain at least two UPPERCASE letters

(A-Z)
 contain at least two lowercase letters (a-z)
 contain at least two numbers (0-9)
 contain at least two of the following spe-

cial characters: # @ $ ^ ! * + = _ %
 change at least four characters from the

previous password.
Additionally, passwords must be changed

every 60 days.  MOAA heard from many 
members that this new password process was 
far too complicated, and the 60 day window 
too short.  In response, MOAA President 
VADM Norb Ryan wrote Theresa McKay, 
Director of DFAS to raise the concern. 
We’ve asked DFAS to consider reviewing its 
new requirements to ensure that myPay re-
mains both secure and user friendly. The new 
requirements threaten to disenfranchise bene-
ficiaries from using this important financial 
resource. 
     MOAA will report any new changes to 
this policy as they become available. 
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Photos from the 3d Quarter State Council Meeting at Jefferson 

    The 3d Quarter State Council meeting was co-
hosted by the High Country and New River 
Chapters, 8-9 August at Jefferson Landing.  State 
Council 3d Vice President and New River Chapter 
President CAPT Doug Ehrhardt MSC USN 
(Fleetwood) emcees the Friday dinner get-together 
at the Jefferson Landing Clubhouse. 

     Congresswoman Virginia Foxx (R-NC5) was a special guest at 
the Friday night dinner on 8 August.  Her 5th district includes the 
High Country, New River, Catawba Valley, Central Carolina 
and Tarheel Central Chapters and she has been an occasional 
guest at State Council meetings held in her district. 

     Entertainment for the Friday dinner was provided 
by Generation eXcellent, a group of 18 home 
schooled kids in Ashe County.  The children per-
form a patriotic musical in historical costumes they 
provide themselves. 

     Friday night dinner attendees enjoy a liba-
tion before the dinner was served.  At the far 
left are COL Ed Baisden USA (Ret.); his wife 
(second from right) State Council 1st Vice 
President COL Jeri Graham USA (Ret.) 
(Sanford).  State Council Secretary LtCol Les 
Petty USMC (Ret.) is on the far right and his 
wife, Gloria, (Jacksonville) is second from the 
left. 
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Photos from the 3d Quarter State Council Meeting at Jefferson 

    Guest speaker at the Friday night dinner was BrigGen James 
Walker USMC (Ret.), former Marine Corps General Counsel and 
member of the High Country Chapter.   BrigGen Walker is the 
Deputy Director for Samaritan’s Purse International Projects and Ex-
ecutive Director for Operation Heal Our Patriots.  He spoke about his 
organizations’ commitment to support wounded service personnel in 
their post-deployment with marriage and relationships.  The presenta-
tion was warmly received by all.   

     New River Chapter President 
CAPT Doug Ehrhardt MSC USN 
(Ret.) holds the hopper as Congress-
woman Virginia Foxx draws the win-
ning ticket in the 50/50 raffle at the 
Friday dinner.  

     State Council President LTC Bob Garman 
USA (Ret.)  (Fayetteville) presents a framed cer-
tificate to SENCLand President CAPT John 
Stewart USN (Ret.) (Wilmington) commemorat-
ing SENCLand’s 50th Anniversary. 

     Chapter Presidents from each of the 5 
North Carolina Chapters awarded Levels of 
Excellence streamers are pictured on 9 Au-
gust.  L-R are CAPT Doug Ehrhardt MSC 
USN (Ret.) (New River), MAJ Bob Fazio 
USA (Ret.) (representing Sandhills), 
CAPT Marie Senzig NC USN (Ret.) 
(Coastal Carolina), COL Juan Chavez 
USA (Ret.) (Cape Fear) and LtCol George 
Brudzinski USMC (Ret.) (High Country). 
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4th Quarter State Council Meeting - 25-26 October 
Air Force Recreation Center, Kure Beach 

Military Officers Association of America 
SENCLAND Chapter  

P.O. Box 15207  
Wilmington, NC 28408  

The SENCLAND Chapter is honored to host the North Carolina Council of Chapters, 4th quar-
ter meeting at the Fort Fisher Air Force Recreation Area, 25-26 October 2013. We have re-
served a number of cottages and mobile homes and obtained a training rate of $25 per person, 
as we are all involved in continual leadership development. We are also able to use the confer-
ence rooms at the NC National Guard Training Center, which is a beautiful state of the art facil-
ity at Fort Fisher.  

 General Information about Fort Fisher AFRA: 

Please go to www.ftfishermilrec.com for complete information about the facility. Of special 
interest are links to travel directions, a facility map, information about the cottages and other 
amenities.  

 Lodging: Each cottage or mobile home has three bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, a living room, 
fully equipped kitchen and dining area. We are recommending that two couples be assigned to 
each cottage or mobile home. To book your lodging accommodation and to use your credit 
card, you must call Regina at 910 251 7300, ext. 16015. If she is not there, please leave a 
message and she’ll call you right back. I must turn back the unbooked lodging accomodations 
4 October 2013. If you have folks that you want to share a cottage/mobile home with, please 
provide Regina that information. The southeast North Carolina coastal area is a beautiful and 
historic area and you are encouraged to share cottage / mobile home information and the meet-
ing information with others in your chapters and come as groups to enjoy our area.  

 Friday: 

* Check In at Fort Fisher Reception Center – 1600 hours. Arrangements have been made for
earlier check in for Council Officers. Cottages may be available sooner but it is best to contact 
the office to see if your cottage is ready.  



4th Quarter State Council Meeting - 25-26 September 
Air Force Recreation Center, Kure Beach 
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* Cook Out – This event will take place at the Beach House (see facility map on website and in
your arrival packet. A cash bar is available. Menu: Steak (grilled by SENCLAND Grill Chefs 
at $18 per person or grilled chicken prepared by Beach House staff at $12 per person. Also in-
cluded: baked potato and fixings, salad bar, rolls, iced tea and dessert. Reservations MUST be 
received by 4 October. See included reservation form. Our program that evening will include 
Guest Speaker Paul Laird, Development Director of Friends of Fort Fisher. COL Barry Wright, 
National MOAA Council and Chapters Affairs Department Director will also bring greetings 
from Admiral Ryan.  

 Saturday: 

 Breakfast: there will be a designated Hospitality Cottage where you can easily walk over to
a home-cooked breakfast from 0700 to 0830 hours. The Hospitality Cottage number will be
available in your Welcome Packet when you check in.

 

 NCCOC Business Meeting: The meeting will start at 0900 hours and take place at the
NCNG Training Center at Fort Fisher. Again, please check your facility map. The Confer-
ence Room number will be available in your welcome packet.

 

 Saturday morning trip to Southport: We are planning to take a ferry boat ride to the
beautiful village of Southport on Saturday morning. We’ll plan to carpool to Fort Fisher
ferry terminal and get on the 0915 ferry. We’ll be returning by noon.

 

 Saturday afternoon / evening: If you are planning to stay Saturday night, you are cordially
invited to the Hospitality Cottage for a happy hour and we can then go to Jack Mackerels in
Kure Beach for dinner. Please note on the Reservation Form if you are planning to attend so
that I can plan accordingly. If you want to arrive a day or so early or stay later, you’ll need
to make those lodging reservations when you call Regina.

 

If you have any questions about your visit to the Wilmington area, area attractions, etc or have 
any special requests, please feel free to call me at (910) 452-1616 or email me at  
johnandmelindas@aol.com  

CAPT John Stewart, USN (Ret)  
SENCLAND Chapter President  
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Reservations for 4th Quarter State Council Friday Dinner 
and Saturday Activities 

North Carolina Council of Chapters – Military Officers Association of America 
4th Quarter Meeting – 25-26 October 2013  
Fort Fisher Air Force Recreation Area, Kure Beach, NC  
RESERVATION FORM  

25 October 2013 Friday Night COOK OUT at the Beach House. Social starts at 
1800 hours, followed by dinner at 1845 hours. $ 18.00 per person for steak / $12 
per person for grilled chicken. Cash Bar.  

Name: ___________________________________ steak______ chicken_____  

Spouse / Guest: ___________________________  steak_____  chicken_____ 
sub-total $__________  

26 October 2013 Saturday Morning Breakfast. 
Hospitality Cottage. $ 4.00 per person.  

sub-total $__________ 
TOTAL $__________  

Please make check payable to SENCLAND MOAA and mail to: 
SENCLAND MOAA  
attn: CAPT John Noll  
P.O. Box 15207  
Wilmington, NC 28408  

Please note that checks must be received NLT 4 October 2013 

Additional Plans:  
Saturday morning trip to Southport.  
I will ____ will not attend____  
Your name and cell phone :_____________________  

Saturday evening Happy Hour at Hospitality Cottage and Dinner at Jack Mackerels in Kure 
Beach  
I/we will____ will not attend_____  

Your name and cell phone number: ______________________________ 



NC Council of Chapters Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday, 26 October 2013   
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Draft   A G E N D A 

TIME RESPONSIBILITY 

0900 LTC Garman 

0905 SENCLand Chapter 

0908 SENCLand Chapter 

0910 LtCol Leslie Petty 

0915 CDR Jack Overman  

0925 LTC Garman 

0930 COL Barry Wright 

1025 

1040 LTC Garman 

1050 LTC Garman  

1100 LTC Garman 

1120 COL Barry Wright 

1140 

SUBJECT  

Welcome 

Invocation  

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call & Minutes  

Treasurer’s Report & 

Budget Introduction of 

Speaker  MOAA Activities  

Break 

Approve amendments to  

Council Bylaws 

Elect Council Officers 

Ongoing Actions 

Install New Officers  

1st Quarterly Meeting  TBA 

1150 Adjourn 
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     Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published six times per year.  A current issue of the 
newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chapters 
website www.moaa-nc.org.  Anyone wishing to receive this newsletter 
by E-mail may do so by contacting us at fourbranch@earthlink.net  

North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

111 Boros Rd, New Bern, 

NC  28560 

Address Correction Requested 


